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forgetting vertue, esteeme wealth, not vallor: not men before
money, but money farre before men.
Yet are there some of worshippe, patrones of this famous and
most renowned cittie, who, esteeming their cuntries benifit,
have by their great charge enriched the commonwelth, and of
the[i]r car[e]full love to their cuntry enlarged the navy of our
land by their most bountifull exspences; so that, thorough a
number of worshipfull cittizens our eneimies are weakned, our
streingth increased, our eneimies impoverished, and our land
enriched; all for our cuntryes honor, whereat they ayme, as is
dayly seene, by the great adventures they make. And I could
recite, but time causeth me to admit [omit?] them and their
worshipes names in this place, not doubting but in time some of
good learning, for honor of our land, will register their names to
eternall honor. Unto such I commend them, to recount unto
you this latest and most rare exploit of a most resolute and brave
gentleman, a cittizen of this most famous cittie, uppon our eni-
mies the Spaniards1; wherin, as he got fame by this most
resolute and brave attempt, purchasing therby his cuntries
honor and benifit of our commonweale, and that his vertues,
beeing a cittizen of this famous cittie of London, though by
birth of gentillity, might not be obscured, I have set downe his
proceedings in this action, that our brave-minded youthes, in
tyme to come, seeing what hath ben done by men of our time,
may imitate the vertues, and endevoring to deserve, like him,
honor in his cuntry, and remaine a terror to all enimies.
In September now last past, 1594, these worshipfull grave
citizens and fathers of London and most faithfull subjectes to
our prince and country, the Worshipfull John Wats, alderman,
Master Paul Baning, alderman, Master Sute Salter, Master
Boreman, and others of woorship in this most famous cittie,
desirous for their cuntries honor and benefit to employ their
substance, victualed and equiped, for all needfull things to so
hard and daungerous a voyage appertaining, three good ships,
videl., the Consent, of the burthen of 240 tunnes or thereabout:
the Salomon, of 170 tunnes or thereabout: and the Virgine, [of]
1 Really the Portuguese; but as both were subjects of Philip II, little
distinction was made between them.